
 

Texas Core Objective for Student Learning  

Students will develop the essential knowledge and skills they need Student Learning 
to be successful in college, in a career, in their communities, and in life. In this 
course, the following skills are in focus.  

1. Critical Thinking Skills - to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and 
analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information  
2. Communication Skills - to include effective development, interpretation and 
expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication  
3. Teamwork - to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work 

Course Information Instructor Information

English Composition II – English 1302 (33280, 
33281, 33282, & 33283)

Instructor: Ms. Dondi Ratliff

SPRING 2018 Email: dondi.ratliff@desotoisd.org

A Day: 1st & 4th Periods; B Day: 5th & 6th Periods Phone: 972-230-0726, ext. 1306

English Department Policy regarding written 
communication: Students must model 
grammatically correct communication during the 
duration of the course, in hopes that this 
attention to detail will become a life skill. This 
refers to any written work during the class and 
any emails sent to the instructor. If the email is 
not grammatically correct, then the student will 
be asked to revise the email and resend it 
BEFORE the instructor will answer. This also 
means no text-talk is allowed for any reason.

Tutoring Times:  
B-Days: Lunch (all) 

After School: 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

Course Description  

DCCCD Catalog: In this course, students refine 
the writing, research, and reading skills 
introduced in English 1301. A related goal is the 
development of critical thinking skills. Writing 
assignments emphasize argumentation and 
persuasion. Students will also write a formal 
research paper.  

THECB: Intensive study of and practice in the 
strategies and techniques for developing 
research-based expository and persuasive texts. 
Emphasis on effective and ethical rhetorical 
inquiry, including primary and secondary research 
methods; critical reading of verbal, visual, and 
multimedia texts; systematic evaluation, 
synthesis, and documentation of information 
sources; and critical thinking about evidence and 
conclusions. (3 Lec.)

Required Materials 

They Say I Say by Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein 
and Russel Durst: 3rd Edition ISBN: 
978-0393938432 

Note: A minimum of 9 hours per week should be 
devoted to course material outside of class time

Course Prerequisite: English 1301 or its 
equivalent

N.B: The instructor reserves the right to amend 
this syllabus as necessary.



effectively with others to support a shared purpose or goal  
4. Personal Responsibility - to include the ability to connect choices, actions and 
consequences to ethical decision-making  

Student Learning Outcomes  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:  
1. Demonstrate knowledge of individual and collaborative writing processes.  
2. Develop ideas with appropriate support and attribution.  
3. Write in a style appropriate to audience and purpose.  
4. Read, reflect, and respond critically to a variety of texts.  
5. Use Edited American English in academic essays.  

CVC Learning Signature  

CVC’s Learning Signature is One College Transforming Lives. Cedar Valley College 
establishes clear expectations for students through engagement and empowerment 
leading to excellence. CVC Faculty and Staff expect students to:  

• take responsibility for their own learning  
• commit to achieving high academic performance  
• be meaningfully engaged in the campus community  

CVC Faculty and Staff expect to: 

• provide students a clear pathway of instruction  
• establish clear learning outcomes  
• serve as role models and mentors for students  

Exams and Assignments  

Part 1: “They Say”  20 percent 
Part 2: “I Say”  20 percent 
Part 3: “Tying It All Together”  20 percent 
Part 4: “Entering The Conversation” Research Paper  40 percent (Final Exam) 

n.b. Students must earn an A, B or C on the Research Paper and on the Final Exam in 
order to pass the course, along with earning an A, B or C in the course itself. 

Evaluation Procedures: The instructor will clearly identify the way each assignment 
will be graded. 

Service Learning  
The College offers a Service Learning Program that allows students to earn recognition 
for hours worked in a volunteer program with a local organization. See the Cedar 
Valley College web site for additional information.  

Stop Before You Drop  
For students who enrolled in college level courses for the first time in the fall of 2007 
or later, Texas Education Code 51.907 limits the number of courses a student may 
drop. You may drop no more than six courses during your entire undergraduate career 
unless the drop qualifies as an exception. Your campus counseling/advising center will 
give your more information on the allowable exceptions. Remember that once you 
have accumulated six non-exempt drops, you cannot drop any other courses with a 



“W”. Therefore, please exercise caution when dropping courses in any Texas public 
institution of higher learning, including all seven of the Dallas County Community 
Colleges.  

Withdrawal Policy  

If you are unable to complete this course, it is your responsibility to withdraw 
formally. The withdrawal request must be received in the Registrar’s Office by 
Thursday, April 12, 2018. Failure to do so will result in your receiving a performance 
grade, usually an “F.” If you drop a class or withdraw from the college before the 
official drop/withdrawal deadline, you will receive a “W” (Withdraw) in each class 
dropped. See institutional policies for additional information on withdrawals.  

Classroom Policies  

Chasing mice proved to be somewhat disruptive to our class. Therefore, no food or 
drink other than bottled water is allowed in the classroom.  
ALL cell phones are to be kept stored unless authorized.  

Course Schedule 
Jan. 3-6  Introduction to the course/Entering the Conversation  
Jan. 9-13  Preface to “They Say/I Say”  
Jan. 17-Feb. 3    Part 1: “They Say”  
Feb. 6- Feb. 24  Part 2: “I Say”  
Feb. 27- Mar 9 & Mar 19-24 Part 3: “Tying It All Together”   
March/April (various)  EOC Testing 
April 3-21  Part 4: “Entering The Conversation”  
May 7-10 Final Exam 
May 1- May 31 Literary explorations 

Academic Honesty  

Academic honesty is essential to the mission of the Dallas County Community 
Colleges. Scholastic dishonesty is a violation of the Code of Student Conduct. 
Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, 
and collusion. 

Any student plagiarizing an essay will receive a 0 for that element of the coursework. 
With that consequence, it is highly unlikely a student would be able to receive a 
passing grade for the course, and he or she would be advised to withdraw at that 
time. 

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES  

Academic Advising  

Academic Advising is a collaborative educational process whereby students and their 
advisors are partners in meeting the students' academic, personal, and career goals. 
This partnership is a process that is built over the student’s entire educational career 
at Cedar Valley College. Educational planning is available to all students. First time in 
college students must meet with academic advisors prior to enrolling in classes; 



however, continuing students may choose to see faculty advisors, faculty counselors, 
and/or program coordinators after classes begin. All parties have clear responsibilities 
for ensuring a successful partnership.  

ADA Statement  

If you are a student with a disability and/or special needs who requires 
accommodations, please contact the college Disability Services Office at 
972-860-8119. 

Student Code of Conduct  

As a college student, you are considered a responsible adult. Your enrollment 
indicates acceptance of the DCCCD Code of Student Conduct published in the DCCCD 
Catalog. 

PARENTS AND FERPA 
Dual Credit students enrolled in college classes are protected by the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) of 1974. To comply with federal laws 
dealing with the confidentiality of official student records (FERPA), the student must 
sign a written release authorizing registration by a proxy and/or authorizing the 
release of the student’s educational information to the proxy.  
If the student wishes to be registered by the parent(s) or allow parent(s) to have 
access to certain educational records this form must be completed, signed and 
submitted to Cedar Valley College.  
The student has the ultimate responsibility to make sure the registered courses are 
correct. The student may cancel the release at any time by submitting another FERPA 
form.  
The release is valid until the date of the student’s High School Graduation as 
confirmed on the final official high school transcript or when an updated form is 
received by Cedar Valley College. 

PARENT COMMUNICATION 
In the absence of a FERPA waiver being signed and on file with Cedar Valley College, 
parents of dual credit students may communicate with the course instructor in one of 
two methods: 

1. By scheduling a parent-instructor conference that the student attends and 
during which the student provides verbal consent for the instructor to 
discuss his or her academic progress in the presence of the parent, or 

2. By emailing the instructor and requesting a written reply from the instructor 
be taken by the student to the parent. In that manner, the student is 
providing consent for the communication of information by providing it 
himself or herself. 

PARENTAL GRADEBOOK MONITORING 
Parents are advised that up-to-date course information, assignments, resources and 



grades for Cedar Valley College are posted on the college’s eCampus (aka Blackboard) 
site. Having your student share his or her login information for this site (DCCCD 
student ID number and password) is the most effective way to monitor the student’s 
progress.  
Progress report grades in the Desoto HS gradebook will be posted as Passing (P) or 
Failing (F) as required by the district. 

Tutoring Services  

Room: C206  
Phone: 972-860-2974  
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.  
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Friday and Sunday: CLOSED


